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Little church histories are so often more than that – they are snapshots of spe-
cific places in specific times, of course, but the “granular” view they offer of local 
communities provides insight into the larger historical milieu. They are microcos-
mic, and interesting to locals, genealogists, and historians alike.
This centennial history of Livonia, NY’s First Presbyterian Church is an excel-
lent example. The introduction covers much ground, including a recap (and de-
tailed program) of the events of the three-day celebration, “shout outs” to the folks 
responsible for making it happen, and regret over the lack of space to include all the 
addresses given and letters sent (although a list of senders is included). What does 
make it into the record, though, is gold, beginning with a succinct “Historical Pa-
per” on the church– from its founding on Dec. 29, 1806 by 17 faithful souls as the 
Second Congregational Church of Pittstown (Livonia’s original name), through 
its noteworthy members, organization, governance, and buildings over the years. 
The current church, built in 1832, is noted for being “the very first building in town 
that, up to that date, ever was raised without having liquor.” Other sections deal 
more specifically with “The Woman’s Missionary Society,” “The King’s Daughters,” 
and Sunday School (started in 1818 as the Catechetical Society of Livonia). The 
slightly more general “Reminiscences of the Village and Presbyterian Church of 
Livonia, NY” is a skillful attempt by Rev. S.W. Pratt (a native of Livonia, then at 
Campbell, NY) to “re-inhabit the village and the church for the benefit of the pres-
ent generation and those to come, to tell some things about the fathers which may 
help us to live worthy of such ancestry.” Of Livonia itself he writes, “It is an honor 
to have been born here; it was a good town to live in; it would be a good town from 
which to go to heaven.”
This tidy little volume finishes up with a list of the names of those 17 char-
ter members and chronological lists of the church’s ministers, deacons, and elders 
throughout its history.
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